1773.             LETTERS  OF   GEORGE   THE   THIRD.                YlU

January 13. 1778.

THINGS seem on the same uncertain ground as last year.
A trifle may any hour cause war to break out, and though
the French Ministers wish to avoid it, yet they will not
leave off their dealings with rebels, by which every day
they may be drawn into what they do not choose. Franklin
and Deane either have no power to treat or are not in-
clined. While nothing short of independency will be ac-
cepted, I do not think that there is a man either bold or
mad enough to presume to treat for the mother-country on
such a basis. Perhaps the time will come when it may
be wise to abandon all America but Canada, Nova Scotia,
and the Floriclas; but then the generality of the nation
must see it first in that light. But to treat with indepen-
dents can never be possible.

Lord Amherst thinks nothing less than an additional
army of 40,000 men sufficient to carry on an offensive war
in North America; that a sea-war is the only wise plan
to make the Americans come into any plan that Great
Britain can decently consent to, and that at this hour they
will laugh at any proposition. As to the Generals, it
will be difficult to get Sir William Howe to remain, and
not less so to get Lord George Germaine to act to him in
such a manner as will make the efforts of either not
abortive on that head.

What is still more material to be settled is the plan on
which administration is to repel the different attacks
when Parliament meets, as to calling for papers, pro-
posing inquiries, &c.

January 31. 1778.

I SHOULD have been greatly surprised at the inclination
expressed by you to retire, had I not known that however
you may now and then despond, yet that you have too
much personal affection for me and sense of honour to
allow such a thought to take any hold on your mind.

You must remember that before the Eecess, I strongly
advised yo~a not to bind yourself to bring forward any plan